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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT FRONT-PAGE BY-LINER BY KAREN 
DEYOUNG, NEW YORK TIMES, AUGUST 12 HEADED "CASTRO TO 
PERMIT AMERICANS' KIN TO LEAVE CUBA." 

2. HAVANA, AUGUST 1 1 -FIDEL CASTRO SAID TODAY THAT HE 
WILL LET THE CUBAN FAMILIES OF MORE THAN 80 US CITI- 
ZENS LIVING HERE LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 

3. THE ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE CUBANS-SPOUSES AND CHILDREN 
OF AMERICANS WHO WANT TO LEAVE CUBA BUT HAVE STAYED 
FOR MORE THAN 16 YEARS BECAUSE THEIR FAMILIES HAVE 

BEEN BARRED FROM GOING- WAS MADE AT THE CONCLUSION OF 
A FOUR-DAY VISIT BY SEN. FRANK CHURCH (D-IDAHO). 
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4. CHURCH DESCRIBED THE CUBAN ACTION AS A "VERY 
IMPORTANT HUMANE GESTURE OF GOODWILL ON THE PART OF 
PRESIDENT CASTRO." 

5. CHURCH SAID CASTRO WAS SO ACCOMMODATING ON THE 
QUESTION THAT HE OFFERED TO SEND THE FAMILIES HOME 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ABOARD CHURCH’S AIR FORCE JET IF THE AMERICANS COULD 

PROVIDE A LIST OF WHO THEY WERE. 

6. SINCE THAT WAS NOT POSSIBLE, CHURCH SAID. THE 
ARRANGEMENT FOR THEIR DEPARTURE FROM CUBA WITH THEIR 
FAMILIES SHOULD BE MADE WITHIN A FEW WEEKS. 

7. STANDING BESIDE CASTRO AT AN AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE, CHURCH SAID HE AND THE CUBAN 
LEADER HAD ALSO DISCUSSED THE SEVEN AMERICAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS HELD IN CUBAN JAILS, AS WELL AS THE CUBAN 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN AFRICA. NO ANNOUNCEMENT WAS 
MADE ON THOSE SUBJECTS, AND BOTH MEN REFUSED TO COMMENT 
ON THEM. 

8. CASTRO .HAS GIVEN ME HIS VIEWS” ON THE MATTERS, 

CHURCH SAID, "BUT THESE ARE NOT KINDS OF PROBLEMS THAT 
CAN BE SOLVED AT THIS TIME. I INTEND TO REPORT 
PRESIDENT CASTRO'S VIEWS” ABOUT THE PRISONERS AND 
CUBA'S ROLE IN AFRICA "TO PRESIDENT CARTER, BUT WE ARE 
NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS THEM AT THIS TIME.” 

9. THE ACTION ON THE CUBAN FAMILIES, HOWEVER, IS 
LIKELY TO BE VIEWED AS AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THE CONTIN- 
UING EXCHANGE OF CONCESSIONS BETWEEN CUBA AND THE 
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UNITED STATES. 

10. WHILE CARTER HAS PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED THE 
POLITICAL PRISONERS, HE HAS SAID THAT THE GENERAL 
PROBLEM OF AMERICAN CITIZENS DETAINED IN CUBA FOR ONE 
REASON OR ANOTHER HAS BEEN A MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK TO 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS. 

1 1 . ASKED WHAT HE THOUGHT IS THE PRINCIPAL REMAINING 
ISSUE BETWEEN HIS GOVERNMENT AND WASHINGTON, CASTRO SAID 
"TIME.” 

12. CASTRO SAID HE THOUGHT CHURCH'S VISIT HAD BEEN 
"MOST IMPORTANT” AND HAD "CONTRIBUTED TO THE CREATION 
OF AN ATMOSPHERE FOR THE EFFECTIVE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
PROCESS OF IMPROVED RELATIONS.” 

13. ASKED ABOUT THE PRISONER AND TROOP ISSUES, CASTRO 
SAID: "WE SPOKE ABOUT DIFFERENT TOPICS. THESE ARE 
COMPLEX ISSUES AND IT IS NOT THE MOST ADEQUATE THING 
TO DO TO APPROACH THEM IN A PRESS CONFERENCE." BUT. 

CASTRO SAID, THERE IS "NO TOPIC OF CONVERSATION BANNED" 
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WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

14. THE FAMILIES, CHURCH SAID, HAD BEEN A "MATTER OF 

MUCH CONCERN TO THE US GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
PRESIDENT CASTRO INDICATED TO ME THAT HE THOUGHT THIS 
WAS A HUMANITARIAN QUESTION TO WHICH HE WAS VERY 
SENSITIVE." 

15. CHURCH SAID THAT THE FAMILIES ARE "ALL FREE TO 
GO" IMMEDIATELY AND THAT CASTRO HAD AGREED THAT AN 
AMERICAN PLANE COULD BE SENT FOR THEM AT ANY TIME. 

16. BETWEEN 80 AND 100 FAMILIES HERE ARE AFFECTED BY 
THE AGREEMENT, MOST AMERICAN MEN WITH CUBAN WIVES. 
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THE AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FREE TO LEAVE CUBA, 

CHURCH SAID, BUT THEY REFUSED TO GO WITHOUT THEIR 
WIVES AND CUBAN-BORN CHILDREN. 

17. OBSERVERS HERE DESCRIBED THE CUBAN CONCESSION AS 
A MAJOR GOOD WILL OFFERING ON CASTRO'S PART, PARTI- 
CULARLY BECAUSE IT COMES AT WHAT IS USUALLY THE WORST 
TIME TO EXPECT CONCESSIONS-IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING RENEWED 
CRITICISM OF WHAT THE UNITED STATES FEELS ARE HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN CUBA. 

18. LAST MONTH CARTER SAID HE DID NOT SEE ANY POS- 
SIBILITY OF NORMAL RELATIONS WITH CUBA IN THE FORESEE- 
ABLE FUTURE BECAUSE OF THE UNRESOLVED ISSUE OF US CITI- 
ZENS HERE, BOTH IN AND OUT OF JAIL. 

19. WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS, CASTRO HAS REFUSED IN 
RECENT YEARS TO ALLOW CUBANS TO EMIGRATE TO THE UNITED 
STATES. 

20. LEAVING REPORTERS AND SOME STAFF MEMBERS BEHIND 
AT THE END OF A LONG DRIVING TOUR IN HAVANA YESTERDAY, 
CASTRO AND CHURCH SPENT THE EVENING ALONE IN DISCUSSIONS 
AT A SECLUDED GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON THE CUBAN COAST. 

THIS MORNING THE TWO MEN WENT SPEAR FISHING IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. 

21. "I HOPED TO MAKE PRESIDENT CASTRO'S ACQUAINTANCE 
IN CUBA," CHURCH SAID. "HE HAS GIVEN ME THREE DAYS OF 
HIS TIME, AND I LEAVE CUBA IN THE BELIEF THAT I HAVE 
FOUND A FRIEND." 

22. ALTHOUGH CASTRO BEGGED OFF AN EARLIER PROMISE TO 
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CONDUCT A PRESS CONFERENCE ABOARD A US AIR FORCE JET 
THAT CAME FROM ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE TO PICK CHURCH UP, 
HE DID BOARD THE PLANE FOR A TOUR WITHOUT REPORTERS, SAT 
DOWN FOR A FEW MINUTES WITH CHURCH, AND DISTRIBUTED 
CIGARS TO THE CREW. CHRISTOPHER 
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